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I was born in 1973, when Malaysia was just 10. Despite the ups and downs on our
journey towards mature nationhood, my faith in Malaysia has never dimmed all these
years. After all, nation-building is a work that spans generations and is always a work in
progress. I have faith that it will emerge not only as a home for all its sons and daughters,
but also as a force for good in this world.

Stock Namesearch

18 Sep 2023, 12:40 pm

Just InMost Read

YTL Power shares extend decline
after MACC query over subsidiary

Malaysian bonds luring unhedged
bets supercharge ringgit rally

Steel Hawk doubles on ACE
Market debut following strong

1

2

3

Thursday
05 Sep 2024

Home Corporate Economy Court & Politics Sections EdgeTV Tech Opinion

expand_moreclose

https://theedgemalaysia.com/askedge/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/askedge/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/categories/Forum
https://theedgemalaysia.com/categories/Forum
https://theedgemalaysia.com/categories/Forum
https://theedgemalaysia.com/options/Opinion
https://theedgemalaysia.com/options/Opinion
https://theedgemalaysia.com/options/Opinion
https://theedgemalaysia.com/options/From%20The%20Edge
https://theedgemalaysia.com/options/From%20The%20Edge
https://theedgemalaysia.com/options/From%20The%20Edge
https://theedgemalaysia.com/flash-categories/Edge%20Weekly
https://theedgemalaysia.com/author/Tengku%20Zafrul%20Abdul%20Aziz?page=1
https://theedgemalaysia.com/source/The%20Edge%20Malaysia?page=1
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsur_oc-ovgs-0q8cyPUJh6wRmuADZwkfPKPcXGWNpUhYV8FhBbasg4jaHwWmvr4WAd0KaZ003T-a1SP5973cpHGdNCvbM-KwckIK0OrT8XK2VJSwfJZICvh4G7i4s4U_UJAPE3lMD2G4CQlTVaPyx1NEUk5ajhycUVWnNCJfoiDtVS6B5RIAwxFpYJ2pAiqaUxTVhTsi9LYupKIpQUAu5gyj0JaWDmx1_-obJVBhkTmK3cuymHax2u74x8AGD7bZkwJF_hdIDCY57xGZn2me49dHYyZLQNXZC_gcg5HKaKcBhrxZ3NklX0ViCUYUs2SNyClBArBdwSzBg_2ZxE03xFl1gqX&sai=AMfl-YS-ST7zApRxbOlJKrRmg2nqYz7fsBsIEKV3MuIKuMQTRJKJ44f_hpggSfn2df6HU7RhitjvDHGj_isRPHZ5tVVUBlXcOS4Vfs7y2l1OwnQYeCf1QajLkdPu7YTESQ1hQZPCj_X9tH--P_DpVU3y&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJPDCYcHtSYz&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.gamudaland.com.my/developments/the-clove%3Futm_source%3DTheEdge%26utm_medium%3DMREC%26utm_campaign%3DTheClove
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsur_oc-ovgs-0q8cyPUJh6wRmuADZwkfPKPcXGWNpUhYV8FhBbasg4jaHwWmvr4WAd0KaZ003T-a1SP5973cpHGdNCvbM-KwckIK0OrT8XK2VJSwfJZICvh4G7i4s4U_UJAPE3lMD2G4CQlTVaPyx1NEUk5ajhycUVWnNCJfoiDtVS6B5RIAwxFpYJ2pAiqaUxTVhTsi9LYupKIpQUAu5gyj0JaWDmx1_-obJVBhkTmK3cuymHax2u74x8AGD7bZkwJF_hdIDCY57xGZn2me49dHYyZLQNXZC_gcg5HKaKcBhrxZ3NklX0ViCUYUs2SNyClBArBdwSzBg_2ZxE03xFl1gqX&sai=AMfl-YS-ST7zApRxbOlJKrRmg2nqYz7fsBsIEKV3MuIKuMQTRJKJ44f_hpggSfn2df6HU7RhitjvDHGj_isRPHZ5tVVUBlXcOS4Vfs7y2l1OwnQYeCf1QajLkdPu7YTESQ1hQZPCj_X9tH--P_DpVU3y&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJPDCYcHtSYz&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.gamudaland.com.my/developments/the-clove%3Futm_source%3DTheEdge%26utm_medium%3DMREC%26utm_campaign%3DTheClove
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvJpK69oP1WcHNJytwjpIRdjIQKFpZHUAHv_FcZgiWP7ei0qWiJ_Jz9i46_zfB7WKr-i7m6xRLNw6rbUZC8jK-197A-XlJguGtli9akWMXcp6HNhOflWO_s-DWpe4IeEZxGo9g3Ne_9LEfOa78rvldxP2qvk52OubzgLrS2i_TfNxW_mHLlGl1lsF2lTGEVE2yIBi4rGfm4YpxQ96kurXOnZBfLWzPFbP4gRjWvcL8hUIz4kUIy60iPaKG9JEmv43SGZeA3PxEOUP1y9_RLjP63N6QBAjm93T2nvqf-_98VA63_xdIuGdpgd4CQuvtDZHPrabHYNOZO_cFqktK3xzesHSr7&sai=AMfl-YQv99iJdRI7SH5nKOEcS43fCg7wt6rDxbyEOkB499dKshfN9fwfXgQwO9Mrfd1yxHMLSLao8Jcyad0uXJXStmfDp8CUJDeABKSmeXyApsDbEuOtdTHZa6YcxwxrXUGYcO6NkyU5D8PZ3woa5oc1&sig=Cg0ArKJSzKVEk30d5CBH&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://books.theedgemalaysia.com/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvJpK69oP1WcHNJytwjpIRdjIQKFpZHUAHv_FcZgiWP7ei0qWiJ_Jz9i46_zfB7WKr-i7m6xRLNw6rbUZC8jK-197A-XlJguGtli9akWMXcp6HNhOflWO_s-DWpe4IeEZxGo9g3Ne_9LEfOa78rvldxP2qvk52OubzgLrS2i_TfNxW_mHLlGl1lsF2lTGEVE2yIBi4rGfm4YpxQ96kurXOnZBfLWzPFbP4gRjWvcL8hUIz4kUIy60iPaKG9JEmv43SGZeA3PxEOUP1y9_RLjP63N6QBAjm93T2nvqf-_98VA63_xdIuGdpgd4CQuvtDZHPrabHYNOZO_cFqktK3xzesHSr7&sai=AMfl-YQv99iJdRI7SH5nKOEcS43fCg7wt6rDxbyEOkB499dKshfN9fwfXgQwO9Mrfd1yxHMLSLao8Jcyad0uXJXStmfDp8CUJDeABKSmeXyApsDbEuOtdTHZa6YcxwxrXUGYcO6NkyU5D8PZ3woa5oc1&sig=Cg0ArKJSzKVEk30d5CBH&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://books.theedgemalaysia.com/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu97nUIWBK6m1VdGaTWJrLQg-T1GiCcIRWwSmljJJi06GJf_JmwDWoT8XELJC3wIl0eNmrtHBg85zngVp3vi_HvCSB1dDVxACje8w4ITqT3ZnoD6xpFe--cBgAwH0suOc5i2Bxn4tbNuEQ5Doq5Ima_gUo8dxfmt3k5eLgCBZ1VDP6D704ycMkFq8Md1o4RJ-mlR2LyYQ-Dl62omOeOpOcGFtebTEaN7Ttyi2VFMnh87hohSRvC0PJ6F2wbNa_cgOhF6s3Gt5nzZvEUMkXrm3V6dM7AdTJefixASVhkGIyB0V5Qp5f13uK0fJtAJhJPpNqxtMuSSQLyLFEOb-oISkE0HLbq&sai=AMfl-YQR_2MetwFKiQIrnWprR94GdF71nr6UbZCchfMIeE9uerZUkiNzJV3XKZFimjgbGg8obS-_3II8SGq0Ox7y92bbdsHA3Ggg48TeGHnnc3wiJS2bCg-uAZ7lCCKoZKojbFyCVwLvCYoxn2EKehgs&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIF-2Ab3EoxQ&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://sunwaylostworldoftambun.com/screamfest-3/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu97nUIWBK6m1VdGaTWJrLQg-T1GiCcIRWwSmljJJi06GJf_JmwDWoT8XELJC3wIl0eNmrtHBg85zngVp3vi_HvCSB1dDVxACje8w4ITqT3ZnoD6xpFe--cBgAwH0suOc5i2Bxn4tbNuEQ5Doq5Ima_gUo8dxfmt3k5eLgCBZ1VDP6D704ycMkFq8Md1o4RJ-mlR2LyYQ-Dl62omOeOpOcGFtebTEaN7Ttyi2VFMnh87hohSRvC0PJ6F2wbNa_cgOhF6s3Gt5nzZvEUMkXrm3V6dM7AdTJefixASVhkGIyB0V5Qp5f13uK0fJtAJhJPpNqxtMuSSQLyLFEOb-oISkE0HLbq&sai=AMfl-YQR_2MetwFKiQIrnWprR94GdF71nr6UbZCchfMIeE9uerZUkiNzJV3XKZFimjgbGg8obS-_3II8SGq0Ox7y92bbdsHA3Ggg48TeGHnnc3wiJS2bCg-uAZ7lCCKoZKojbFyCVwLvCYoxn2EKehgs&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIF-2Ab3EoxQ&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://sunwaylostworldoftambun.com/screamfest-3/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu09qxmwGwyLLIMangPQqFNph0ehOAB9JPmnFBFdRnmk9MSVAcpl9qhMGVmaDYX65V7EB29KmMIN5k24gT-M6fveNptJbWFoDmy6-ldySjHZTyfB4OYCmEhGQ7hCvOMflz3AcA-Tk3fH0fCH6nMDq80lHPefPDZTLeo0dPLh3MhetFIGWM6y1S0KEkn31LeMmDIRf0qP_KDoekrLEo-7cuX7hCCeWlXnyAASEnBpP014TGZn5xBSCkrGzBpLW44PyHvrOw7hnThh3zLydBRXHwHmE-j2MGXiAskxKwxYdJIYYT-SL07CDsD1rUyyG2DvvBfxzsP7Y3O0Ib_kHnHXYk&sai=AMfl-YS2vWHGb7fHshoLNodHDkDppDYcwqWyOBIMdQG6txXzfv4-QAcTSnTXwMDEdC4TuW3_jS2SlnwgRUS8_rYSYXa5AQWEfDgzDgxwauyvwUwssMscwXYiM5cR_I6mnGNLRbMJGHNzA6VOoa54SMXT&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBSWq8H2k0woEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://amayaresidences.com.my/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu09qxmwGwyLLIMangPQqFNph0ehOAB9JPmnFBFdRnmk9MSVAcpl9qhMGVmaDYX65V7EB29KmMIN5k24gT-M6fveNptJbWFoDmy6-ldySjHZTyfB4OYCmEhGQ7hCvOMflz3AcA-Tk3fH0fCH6nMDq80lHPefPDZTLeo0dPLh3MhetFIGWM6y1S0KEkn31LeMmDIRf0qP_KDoekrLEo-7cuX7hCCeWlXnyAASEnBpP014TGZn5xBSCkrGzBpLW44PyHvrOw7hnThh3zLydBRXHwHmE-j2MGXiAskxKwxYdJIYYT-SL07CDsD1rUyyG2DvvBfxzsP7Y3O0Ib_kHnHXYk&sai=AMfl-YS2vWHGb7fHshoLNodHDkDppDYcwqWyOBIMdQG6txXzfv4-QAcTSnTXwMDEdC4TuW3_jS2SlnwgRUS8_rYSYXa5AQWEfDgzDgxwauyvwUwssMscwXYiM5cR_I6mnGNLRbMJGHNzA6VOoa54SMXT&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBSWq8H2k0woEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://amayaresidences.com.my/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725595
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725595
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725595
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725595
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725595
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725595
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725595
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725593
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725593
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725593
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725593
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725593
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725593
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725593
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725594
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725594
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725594
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/725594
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/categories/news
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/categories/corporate
https://theedgemalaysia.com/categories/corporate
https://theedgemalaysia.com/categories/corporate
https://theedgemalaysia.com/categories/economy
https://theedgemalaysia.com/categories/economy
https://theedgemalaysia.com/categories/economy
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/categories/technology
https://theedgemalaysia.com/categories/technology
https://theedgemalaysia.com/categories/technology
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://theedgemalaysia.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv_npExzDYPnfzzChFP1Mq9Y6ziIskI0k5dWp_SL7x5nq41TTslDCRGsVwcMqOIujk-mMpJgVjGthVH_AUnc0ec9KXuML88rxb79fJ8apQrie6Kg6BHCPocWrhWP96sG2FNG9Ir1ZEtaOOt-UlYbh5mBVZoVpKLJTaCt4tlzlXRMcYzOewHa_58xbi_Th_zJrgA2dDwDZ7VdFGIJ-m7G9Ggp5Vsuh063DuT6P08RxcTSPMM5j5Rs0qsmDfveSPziFLEnp38MZlmPFsE0eBQCqOuFk0_d99N3Rwpl7a64_Tm-oO6DKUpt36y3sQmT9WrRIJhnHr7KuVE0m2qdAHPIKdZ3nahf68&sai=AMfl-YRTpweBOuUsoXGeA5Mp8tuyyvfcUyVp33M0zedvkzx7cwe2a5ChuV_09A3AIf2bPDTpP0yxmWnTlk5XeiYjkEKKiv617fo6EoaheFkV6Z_DWidqleZnJkPqWiaxiAlE2IO2EbiDB8AfKy6gBeHm&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIsm5eF9LZi6EAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://bit.ly/3T7RHUb
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv_npExzDYPnfzzChFP1Mq9Y6ziIskI0k5dWp_SL7x5nq41TTslDCRGsVwcMqOIujk-mMpJgVjGthVH_AUnc0ec9KXuML88rxb79fJ8apQrie6Kg6BHCPocWrhWP96sG2FNG9Ir1ZEtaOOt-UlYbh5mBVZoVpKLJTaCt4tlzlXRMcYzOewHa_58xbi_Th_zJrgA2dDwDZ7VdFGIJ-m7G9Ggp5Vsuh063DuT6P08RxcTSPMM5j5Rs0qsmDfveSPziFLEnp38MZlmPFsE0eBQCqOuFk0_d99N3Rwpl7a64_Tm-oO6DKUpt36y3sQmT9WrRIJhnHr7KuVE0m2qdAHPIKdZ3nahf68&sai=AMfl-YRTpweBOuUsoXGeA5Mp8tuyyvfcUyVp33M0zedvkzx7cwe2a5ChuV_09A3AIf2bPDTpP0yxmWnTlk5XeiYjkEKKiv617fo6EoaheFkV6Z_DWidqleZnJkPqWiaxiAlE2IO2EbiDB8AfKy6gBeHm&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIsm5eF9LZi6EAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://bit.ly/3T7RHUb
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv_npExzDYPnfzzChFP1Mq9Y6ziIskI0k5dWp_SL7x5nq41TTslDCRGsVwcMqOIujk-mMpJgVjGthVH_AUnc0ec9KXuML88rxb79fJ8apQrie6Kg6BHCPocWrhWP96sG2FNG9Ir1ZEtaOOt-UlYbh5mBVZoVpKLJTaCt4tlzlXRMcYzOewHa_58xbi_Th_zJrgA2dDwDZ7VdFGIJ-m7G9Ggp5Vsuh063DuT6P08RxcTSPMM5j5Rs0qsmDfveSPziFLEnp38MZlmPFsE0eBQCqOuFk0_d99N3Rwpl7a64_Tm-oO6DKUpt36y3sQmT9WrRIJhnHr7KuVE0m2qdAHPIKdZ3nahf68&sai=AMfl-YRTpweBOuUsoXGeA5Mp8tuyyvfcUyVp33M0zedvkzx7cwe2a5ChuV_09A3AIf2bPDTpP0yxmWnTlk5XeiYjkEKKiv617fo6EoaheFkV6Z_DWidqleZnJkPqWiaxiAlE2IO2EbiDB8AfKy6gBeHm&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIsm5eF9LZi6EAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://bit.ly/3T7RHUb
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv_npExzDYPnfzzChFP1Mq9Y6ziIskI0k5dWp_SL7x5nq41TTslDCRGsVwcMqOIujk-mMpJgVjGthVH_AUnc0ec9KXuML88rxb79fJ8apQrie6Kg6BHCPocWrhWP96sG2FNG9Ir1ZEtaOOt-UlYbh5mBVZoVpKLJTaCt4tlzlXRMcYzOewHa_58xbi_Th_zJrgA2dDwDZ7VdFGIJ-m7G9Ggp5Vsuh063DuT6P08RxcTSPMM5j5Rs0qsmDfveSPziFLEnp38MZlmPFsE0eBQCqOuFk0_d99N3Rwpl7a64_Tm-oO6DKUpt36y3sQmT9WrRIJhnHr7KuVE0m2qdAHPIKdZ3nahf68&sai=AMfl-YRTpweBOuUsoXGeA5Mp8tuyyvfcUyVp33M0zedvkzx7cwe2a5ChuV_09A3AIf2bPDTpP0yxmWnTlk5XeiYjkEKKiv617fo6EoaheFkV6Z_DWidqleZnJkPqWiaxiAlE2IO2EbiDB8AfKy6gBeHm&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIsm5eF9LZi6EAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://bit.ly/3T7RHUb
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv_npExzDYPnfzzChFP1Mq9Y6ziIskI0k5dWp_SL7x5nq41TTslDCRGsVwcMqOIujk-mMpJgVjGthVH_AUnc0ec9KXuML88rxb79fJ8apQrie6Kg6BHCPocWrhWP96sG2FNG9Ir1ZEtaOOt-UlYbh5mBVZoVpKLJTaCt4tlzlXRMcYzOewHa_58xbi_Th_zJrgA2dDwDZ7VdFGIJ-m7G9Ggp5Vsuh063DuT6P08RxcTSPMM5j5Rs0qsmDfveSPziFLEnp38MZlmPFsE0eBQCqOuFk0_d99N3Rwpl7a64_Tm-oO6DKUpt36y3sQmT9WrRIJhnHr7KuVE0m2qdAHPIKdZ3nahf68&sai=AMfl-YRTpweBOuUsoXGeA5Mp8tuyyvfcUyVp33M0zedvkzx7cwe2a5ChuV_09A3AIf2bPDTpP0yxmWnTlk5XeiYjkEKKiv617fo6EoaheFkV6Z_DWidqleZnJkPqWiaxiAlE2IO2EbiDB8AfKy6gBeHm&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIsm5eF9LZi6EAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://bit.ly/3T7RHUb


Adver t i sement

This Malaysia Day, I want to share five pieces of “food for thought” with my fellow
Malaysians as we negotiate the challenges ahead.

Diversity is a strength
First, apart from our strategic position and our
natural resources, our people and their multiracial,
multi-faith character also contribute to our
strength as a nation.

Dozens of ethnic groups and religions have lived
together on our shores for centuries. This should
be something we cherish — but we could lose it
all very quickly if we don’t nip the growing

polarisation in the bud. Indeed, we still have a long way to go to make our country a
home for all its people.

But here’s the hard truth: the world today is locked in a fierce competition for talent. That,
more than mineral or financial or military heft, is what will ultimately determine whether
nations — including our own — will rise or fall.

But if we give in to our primordial fears, or the temptation to pander to one group, we will
deprive ourselves of the combined strength, wisdom and drive of all our people. That
would be a disservice to our current and future generations, regardless of race.

Rather, Malaysia must be governed together by all its people. Everyone must feel like they
have a stake in its destiny and contribute to it.

Walking the talk on inclusiveness
Second, our multiracial feature must be celebrated. Our country’s plans and policies must
become more inclusive. Aid programmes must shift gradually to needs-based regimes.

All Malaysians who are in need, whether they are in Teluk Intan or Tenom, deserve to be
helped. And all Malaysians deserve equality of opportunities.

If we refuse to accept this, it will be like fielding a football team where four of the 11
players have their legs broken — a recipe for disaster!

Moderation must be defended
This does not mean that we are giving up on the bumiputera empowerment agenda. But
rather, we must recognise that intra-ethnic equality is now a challenge just as much as
inter-ethnic.

Ultimately, ensuring bumiputeras can succeed on their own should be the goal; rather
than the defence of affirmative action at all costs; ignoring how much the world and its
economy have changed.

And we must preserve diversity within our own ethnic group. Apart from what is provided
for in the Federal Constitution, no one has a monopoly on defining what it is to be a
Malay.

We are made up of a wide variety of backgrounds and world views. This has been
possible because, despite our diverse origins, Malays are generally moderates at heart.
Moderation is the core of the sociocultural psyche and indeed, the Muslim faith.

I believe moderation is what most Malaysians share, and this must not be lost due to
politics or fanaticism. Because what is really at stake is not the careers of certain
politicians but our people’s very survival.

Unity matters to the economy
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Third: unity matters to the economy. Investors, in this era of geopolitical fragmentation,
treasure stability. Investments, both foreign and domestic, will only flow to countries that
are peaceful and politically stable.

Trying to turn Malaysia into a monocultural nation may scare away investors. We must
realise that our multiracialism contributes to, rather than exists independently of our
economic success.

Greater understanding needed
Fourth: we need more understanding between both parts of our country: the peninsula
and Sabah and Sarawak.

Sixty years is a long time to be together, but we could get to know each other better,
especially those in the peninsula regarding East Malaysia. It is ironic how we sometimes
feel more “Malaysian” when we are abroad but automatically revert to our racial groups
back home.

The unity government is working to also address this issue. For instance, in the New
Industrial Master Plan (NIMP) 2030, one of the action plans of Mission 4 (which is to
safeguard economic security and inclusivity) calls for a better distribution of industrial
development between all states, regardless of the state government’s political affiliation.

This includes strengthening downstreaming and renewable energy in Sabah, as well as
helping to position Sarawak as a hydrogen economy leader and coordinating with Perlis
to develop agriculture (food processing), biotechnology, RE and mining.

Just as we must recognise the challenge of intra-ethnic inequality, so too must we be
cognisant of economic inequality between states.

Let’s be constructive
Finally, Malaysians must become more constructive. The last couple of years have
demoralised many, no thanks to unedifying politics.

However, if we are to thrive, Malaysians must be more invested in regaining our sense of
national self, and pride in our nationhood.

No government or its plans will succeed if great swathes of our public are locked in
cynicism or fear of the other.

There have been times when needed reforms were sabotaged simply because there was
an unwillingness to give and take, or to commit to short-term pain for long-term gain.

We must have faith in ourselves
There is a need to focus on the future and on Malaysia’s strengths.

We must not be bogged down in a sense of pessimism and nagging negativity. We must
believe that there is nothing wrong with Malaysia that cannot be cured with what is right
about the country.

Our destiny is as a multicultural nation, at peace with itself, proud of its identities but also
open to the world. We already have what it takes for a successful Malaysia, but what is
needed now is faith — in ourselves.

Investment inflow for the first quarter of 2023 was up almost 60% year on year. If
investors, both foreign and domestic, have faith in our country, why can’t we?

I believe we can achieve our Madani Economy aspirations. As I said, my faith in Malaysia
remains undimmed and it ever will be. I am optimistic that if we are willing to put in the
hard work — we can shape a future that we can all be proud of.
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So, my concluding message to all Malaysians: keep the faith in our motherland that offers
so much potential. Happy 60th Birthday Malaysia — and here’s to many more!

Tengku Zafrul Aziz is minister of investment, trade and industry
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